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“Jackson” 

 

They let us on the White House lawn; there was whiskey, kegs of beer and songs 

They let us inside and we danced on the chairs down the hall and up the stairs  

And he stood there full of shrapnel shaking hands; Jackson he’s our man 

 

He bullied the Congress and Supreme Court, threatened John Marshall’s Federalist 

force. 

He moved the Cherokee out of our way crushed the U.S. bank and Henry Clay 

And he forced a U.S. postal abolitionist ban; Jackson he’s our man 

 

When South Carolina refused the tariff of abominations, John C. Calhoun proclaimed the 

power of nullification 

And Jackson sent the military in and saved the nation 

Now all across the land; Jackson he’s our man 

 

They talk of the historiography of Jacksonian Democracy, don’t know about that but 

Jackson he’s our man; Jackson he’s our man. 

 

 

Historical Background: 

The Age of Jackson, also known as the Era of the Common Man, is a term often 
used by historians to describe the time period from 1824 to 1840. Throughout the 
colonial period, and as late as fifty years after the American Revolution, only a 
relatively small number of the wealthy elite were able to vote in elections 
throughout the United States. The number of Americans voting in presidential 
elections increased from roughly 300,000 in 1824 to 2.5 million by 1840.  
Property qualifications and religious restrictions were abolished, and, by 1840, 
essentially all white males could vote.  
 

Andrew Jackson rose to power during this time period, and even though he 
owned one of the wealthiest plantations in Tennessee, he claimed to champion 
the causes of the common man.  Jackson strengthened the office of the 
presidency far beyond the limits the constitution placed on the executive branch, 
so that the common perception of Jackson was that of a dictator.  He was 
commonly referred to in the press as King Andrew I.  
 

On a wide range of issues, he took any course of action he saw fit without regard 
for the law or the Constitution.  He vetoed more laws than all of his predecessors 
combined.  He fired his entire cabinet, ignored Supreme Court rulings, and 
threatened to invade South Carolina if they didn’t succumb to federal power. This 
conflict between states’ rights and the rights of the federal government 
foreshadowed the coming of the Civil War. Jackson claimed to be a Jeffersonian 
Democrat, favoring states’ rights and a strict interpretation of the constitution, but 
he contradicted this philosophy as often as he followed it.  Ultimately, he was a 
popular war hero who appealed to the newly enfranchised voters, and he was the 
first president to represent the growing influence of the expanding western United 
States.   


